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"For every complex problem 
there is an answer that is 

clear, simple and wrong." HL 

Menken



objectives

Årisk to motivate

Åwhat companies are doing

Åpolicy matters to companies

Årisk corporates vs. rent-seekers



boundarieséfreshwater species 
decline



dams on the lower Mekong will 
transfer risk

Åsecond highest aquatic 
biodiversity in the world

Å70% of the total fish catch in 
the Mekong Basin (i.e. more 
than 1.8 million tonnes worth 
US$1.4 billion) is dependent on 
long distance migration 



what is our global water future?

Åincreased water scarcity 

Ådemographic changes

Åfood security and international trade

Åclimate change 

Åenergy nexus

Åpricing and regulation

Ågreater societal voice



why is water different?

Åavailability, management and impacts are local at 
a watershed or basin level

Åtypically variable in space and time, while 
changes are uncertain

Åavailability for use is constrained, but often with 
complex rights and undeveloped pricing -market 
systems

Åa social and economic nature, with significant 
political involvement

Åfreshwater ecosystems are vulnerable and are 
highly interconnected with human activities



people view water differentlyé

Åas natural rights, water rights are use rights;  
water can be used but not owned                                                                                

Vandana Shiva

Åa lot of investors tell me they want to invest 
in water, yet thereõs no market for water. And 
yet it is the worldõs most important 
commodity

Rob Parsley








