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What IssNonrenewable

Grounawarter?

Limited replenishment (recharge)
Limited replenishment, large
storage
Replenished, but over long time
scales
Water is being mined (extraction >
recharge)
oDecoupl/l edo From hy
cycle



What IsiNonrenewable
Grounawarter?
A Pr-oposea.: oD

nNonrenewabl e gr ol
fike pornography . | canot
/[ t, but | know It

M. Campana

(apologies to former US Supreme Court
Justice Potter Stewart)



(Non) Management or
Nonrenewable

Grounawater- . I New Mexico USA

Ain some USA states, NR GW often falls

out s/ de t her areawampoaativater
and eludes regulation.

Acase in point: state of New Mexico, where

non -potable grounawater deeper than 800 m
that /s Isolated from drinking water aquifers
cannot be regulated by state water officials.

ADe velopers want this water, which will have

to be desalted. One estimate: 18,500 km !
Arush to poump this water ( >370 MCM/year )

before New Mexico decides to requlate it.
Chaos?



Management of Norrenewable
Grounadwater: New Paradigm?

Unitization
NégovVv er n-mandated unitization of
groundwater é 1 s a sol
excesslive access and c

single Aunit operator c
develops the reservoir. All other parties
share in the net returns as share
hol deir Garydibecap (2005)

htto ://www .u.arizona .eau/~lbecapg/downloads/
TheProblemOfWater .pdf



